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SUBJECT: LIBYAN-TUNISIAN DISPUTE: ALGERIA TO ITALY 
GAS PIPELINE 

1 . CURRENT AGGRAVATED STATE OF TUNISIAN-LIB YAN 
CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY DISPUTE - AND ISSUE OF ITALIAN 
DRILLING BARGE IN DISPUTED AREA - ARE SUBJECTS BOTH OF 
INCREASED PUBLIC DISUCSSION BY MEMBERS OF GOVERNMENT AND 
HEAVY PRESS PLAY. 

2. SEMI-INDEPENDENT DAILY "LE TEMPS" OF APRIL 5 GIVES 
FRONT PAGE LEAD TO APRIL 3 STATEMENT OF DEFENSE MINISTER 
FARHAT THAT GOT IS BRINGING DOMESTIC LEGAL ACTION AGAINST 
SAIPEM, OPERATORS OF ITALIAN RIG. SAME ARTICLE. WHICH REFERS 
TO "FAILURE" OF FOREIGN MINISTER CHATTY'S MARCH 24-25 MISSION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 02366 061520Z 

TO LIBYA, QUOTES MINISTER FOR RELATIONS WITH NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY, BEL HADJ AMOR AS DECLARING TO LOCAL PARTY GROUP 
THAT ALGERIA-TO-ITALY PIPELINE PROJECT HAS NOT BEEN 
ABANDONED AND PROBLEMS HOLDING UP IMPLEMENTATION ARE 
ECONOMIC DETAILS TO BE WORKED OUT BETWEEN GOT AND GOI. 
NOT BILATERAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS BETWEEN TUNISIAN AND 
EITHER ALGERIA OR ITALY. (MEDIA SOURCE HAS SUGGESTED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


TO EMBASSY THAT ALGERIANS IN FACT COULD BE UNDERTAKING 
MEDIATORY ROLE IN TUNTSTAN- I .TR Y AN DISPUTEUI 

3. ALL THREE FREPCH-LANGUAGE TUNIS NEWSPAPERS APRIL 

1 FRONT PAGED STORIES BASED UPON FOREIGN MINISTER CHATTY’S 
MARCH 31 AIRPORT STATEMENT UPON HIS RETURN FROM TRIPOLI, 

CAIRO, RIYADH AND BAGHDAD - VIA ROME, AND HIS REPORT LATER 
IN DAY TO PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. LE TEMPS AND PARTY DAILY 
L'ACTIONLHEADLINED "FAILURE OF CHATTY'S MISSION TO LIBYA" 
MEANING NO POSITIVE RESULTS FROM HIS TALKS WITH QADHAFI. 

4. AS CHATTY WAS QUOTED, IN PART: "I VISITED SEVERAL ARAB 
COUNTRIES AND DELIVERED TO THEIR CHIEFS OF STATE PERSONAL 
MESSAGES FROM PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. THE FIRST STOP WAS 
LIBYA WHERE I MET OUTSIDE TOBRUK WITH COL. QADHAFI TO WHOM 
I DELIVERED THE MESSAGE OF THE SUPREME COMBATANT. I THEN 
HAD AN ITERVIEW OF TWO AND A HALF HOURS WITH HIM ON 
BILATERAL RELATIONS AND MORE PARTICULARLY ON THE DISPUTE 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES RELATIVE TO THE CONTINENTAL SHELF. 
THE INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE IN A SPIRIT OF FRANKNESS AND CLARITY. 
EVEN THOUGH THE INTERVIEW YIELDED NO POSITIVE RESULTS, I HOPE 
THAT SUCH CONTACTS WILL CONTINUE SO THAT WE MAY RESOLVE OUR 
PROBLEMS BY DIALOGUE AND ONTHE BASIS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 
AND THE FRATERNAL, AGE OLD RELATIONS WHICH LINK TUNISIA 

AND LIBYA." 
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